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The revised and expanded Visual Impairment and Auti sm 
Guidance Material – July 2015 
 
To access the revised and expanded Guidance Material, go to 
www.rnib.org.uk/autism.  
 
When you arrive at the page (which is headed “Complex needs”), scroll 
down to the heading “The Visual impairment and autism”.  
 
There is a link to download the material and another link for a document 
explaining how to unzip the file.  
 
Should you have problems, you are invited to send an email to RNIB. 
 
Here’s a little history (with apologies to those familiar with it): the Visual 
Impairment and Autism Project, which ran from September 2008 to 
March 2011, was established to provide guidance for practitioners 
working with children who have both visual impairment and autism. This 
guidance was made available in the Resource Pack which was published 
as a CD-ROM by RNIB in May 2011. This quickly sold out. The material 
was then posted on the RNIB website but was taken down early in 2014 
during the up-dating of the site. It was later made available again while 
work was underway to revise and expand the material. 
 
The material now available is substantially the same as in the original 
version, but there are some significant changes, as outlined below. 
 
Case studies 

An additional case study has been added to the original 13. This was not 
on superstitious grounds, but because valuable information about 
another young person, “Amanda”, became available. This new case 
study should be really helpful for many practitioners, especially those 
working with teenagers and young people who experience considerable 
anxiety or who have difficulties coping with school. 
 
Strategies  

The main change here is that there is a completely new section dealing 
with Promoting positive behaviour. Some of the original sections have 
now been split into. These changes are shown in the table on the 
following page. 
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Changes to the strategies section 

Original material * Revised and expanded material *  

Underlying principles Retained, but with some changes 

Promoting learning Retained, but with some changes 

Managing the environment Retained, but with some changes 

Split into three separate sections: 

Supporting receptive communication 

Promoting expressive communication 

Promoting effective communication: 
• Supporting receptive communication 
• Promoting expressive communication 
• Promoting peer interaction 

Promoting social relationships 
This section contains strategies on 
promoting relationships with both adults 
and peers 

Supporting sensory needs Retained, but now renamed as  
Addressing sensory needs 

Split into two separate sections: 

Promoting emotional wellbeing 

Promoting wellbeing 

Promoting physical wellbeing 

Promoting mobility and independence Retained, but with some changes 

Supporting musical skills and building on 
musical interests 

Retained, but with some changes and 
new material 

- Promoting positive behaviour 
This is completely new material 

* The original sections are shown in the sequence used in the original material. A 
new sequence has been adopted for the revised and expanded version. 

 
 
Glossary  

There are some new entries, and others have been rationalised. 
 
Resources  

This has been up-dated to take account of changes in website addresses 
and in available resources. 
 
 
Ian Bell , Specialist Independent Speech and Language Therapist and 
formerly Project Leader, Visual Impairment and Autism Project. 15/07/15 


